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ABSTRACT 



This report presents findings of the second follow-up in the 
Baccalaureate and Beyond Study, a longitudinal study which is tracking 
students who received a bachelor's degree in academic year 1992-93. Major 
findings indicated that: (1) when they graduated from college, 85 percent of 

the degree recipients expected to earn an advanced degree; by 1997, 30 
percent had actually enrolled, 21 percent had either attained a degree or 
were still enrolled, and 9 percent had left without a degree; and that (2) 
overall, 89 percent of the original group were employed in April 1997, 76 
percent were working only, another 13 percent were combining school and work, 
5 percent were enrolled only, and 6 percent were neither working nor 
enrolled. Following an executive summary, the main body of the report 
analyzes findings concerning educational expectations in 1993 and 1997; 
progression to graduate and first -professional education; and actual 
participation in graduate and first-professional education. A compendium 
presents tables showing data on the employment and enrollment status of 
1992-93 college graduates. A glossary and technical notes are appended. (DB) 
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When followed up in 1997, 1992-93 college 
graduates as a group were well established in the 
labor force, with 89 percent employed (figure A). 
Not all had finished their formal education, how- 
ever: 18 percent were enrolled for an advanced 
degree or certificate (13 percent combining school 
and work, and 5 percent enrolled only). The re- 
maining 6 percent were neither working nor en- 
rolled (with females about twice as likely as males 
to be in this situation). 



gree recipients. The essay examines a number of 
aspects of their experiences with graduate and 
first-professional education. Specific topics in- 
clude their degree expectations in 1993; changes 
in their expectations between 1993 and 1997; steps 
they took to prepare for study at the gradiaate or 
first-professional level (taking the necessary ex- 
aminations, applying for admission, and being ac- 
cepted); their enrollment; and their progress 
toward advanced degrees if they did enroll. 



Figure A — Percentage distribution of 1992-93 

bachelor’s degree recipients according 
to employment and enrollment status 
in 1997 



Not enrolled and 
not employed 
Enrolled only 

Enrolled and 
employed 



only 



SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate 
and Beyond Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up 
(B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 




A compendium of tables and highlights from 
the tables following the essay detail aspects of 
graduates’ employment in April 1997 (including 
how much they are working, their occupations, 
and their salaries), their experiences with unem- 
ployment since they graduated, and various char- 
acteristics of their primary jobs in April 1997. 

Graduate and First-Professional 
Education 

Educational Expectations 

When asked about their educational plans in 
1993, a large majority of 1992-93 bachelor’s de- 
gree recipients (85 percent) reported that they ex- 
pected to earn a graduate or first-professional 
degree sometime in the future. By 1997, the per- 
centage with this expectation had declined to 72 
percent. 



This report uses data from the Second Follow- 
up of the Baccalaureate and Beyond Study 
(B&B: 93/97) to describe the enrollment and em- 
ployment experiences of 1992-93 bachelor’s de- 



There were some differences by gender and 
race-ethnicity in terms of the percentages with 
advanced degree expectations and how expecta- 
tions changed over time. In 1993, female graduates 
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were slightly more likely than male graduates to 
have advanced degree expectations (87 percent 
versus 83 percent). By 1997, however, the differ- 
ence had diminished, and they were about equally 
likely to expect to earn an advanced degree (73 
percent of females and 71 percent of males). 

In 1997, black and Hispanic graduates were 
more likely than white graduates to expect to earn 
an advanced degree (85 percent and 79 percent 
versus 70 percent, respectively). Advanced degree 
expectations dropped more for whites (15 percent- 
age points) between 1993 and 1997 than for blacks 
(4 percentage points). 

Undergraduate borrowing did not seem to dis- 
courage graduates from considering advanced de- 
grees. In 1993, borrowers and nonborrowers had 
similar expectations, ank in 1997, borrowers were 
actually more likely than nonborrowers to report 
advanced degree expectations (74 percent versus 
70 percent). 

Changes in graduates’ advanced degree expec- 
tations differed depending on their original degree 
expectations. The percentage of bachelor’s degree 
recipients who expected to earn a master’s degree 
as their highest degree decreased slightly between 
1993 and 1997 (from 58 percent to 54 percent), 
while the percentage expecting to complete a 
doctoral degree declined sharply (from 21 percent 
to 12 percent). The percentage expecting to earn a 
first-professional degree was similar in both years 
(about 6 percent). 

Progression to Graduate and First- 
Professional Education 

One of the first steps toward admission to an 
advanced degree program is to take one of the ad- 



missions exams, such as the Graduate Record Ex- 
amination (GRE), Graduate Management 
Admissions Test (GMAT), Law School Admis- 
sions Test (LSAT), or Medical School Admissions 
Test (MCAT). By 1997, 39 percent of all 1992-93 
bachelor’s degree recipients had taken a graduate 
admissions exam and 41 percent had applied for 
admission to a graduate or first-professional pro- 
gram. Thirty-five percent had been accepted into 
at least one program, and 30 percent had enrolled. 

Students who applied to advanced degree pro- 
grams had a good chance of being accepted 
somewhere. Among those who had applied by 
1997, 87 percent were accepted into at least one 
program. 

Undergraduate debt may discourage students 
from continuing their education. Bachelor’s degree 
recipients who had borrowed for their undergradu- 
ate education were slightly less likely than nonbor- 
rowers to have applied for admission to a graduate 
or first-professional program (38 percent versus 42 
percent). The amount borrowed did not seem to 
make a difference, however. 

Students’ performance in college was posi- 
tively associated with applying, being accepted, 
and enrolling (table A). Graduates with cumulative 
grade-point averages (GPAs) of 3.5 or above at 
their baccalaureate institution were at least twice 
as likely as those with GPAs under 2.5 to apply, 
and about three times as likely to enroll. 

Among the 50 percent of graduates with 
GPAs of 3.5 or above who applied for admission 
to a graduate or first-professional program, 91 per- 
cent were accepted. Eighty-three percent of those 
who were accepted enrolled. 
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Table A — Percentages of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients who took steps toward admission and 
enrolled: 1993-97 

Graduate 

admission Applied for 

exams taken admission Accepted Enrolled 



Total 


38.8 


40.6 


35.4 


29.8 


GPA at bachelor’s institution 


Under 2.5 


25.6 


21.6 


16.3 


13.5 


2.5 to 2.99 


34.8 


36.1 


30.7 


25.5 


3.0 to 3.49 


43.7 


46.0 


40.2 


33.6 


3.5 or above 


45.6 


50.4 


45.8 


40.8 



SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 



Participation in Graduate and First- 
Professional Education 

Most post-baccalaureate enrollment by 1997 
was at the master’s level. Of the 30 percent of the 
1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients who had 
enrolled in an advanced degree program by 1997, 
about three-quarters were pursuing a master’s de- 
gree (10 percent were seeking an MBA and 66 
percent were working on other master’s degrees). 
Another 14 percent were enrolled in a first- 
professional degree program, and the remaining 10 
percent were enrolled in a doctoral program. 

Men and women were equally likely to enroll 
in a graduate or first-professional program, but 
gender differences in the types of degrees pursued 
were pronounced. Three-quarters of enrolled 
women were in a master’s degree program other 
than an MBA, compared with about half (54 per- 
cent) of enrolled men. In contrast, men were twice 
as likely as women to enroll in an MBA program 
(14 percent versus 6 percent). Men were also more 
likely than women to enroll in a first-professional 
program (18 percent versus 10 percent) or doctoral 
program (13 percent versus 7 percent). 



Differences existed by race-ethnicity as well. 
For example, Asian/Pacific Islander graduates who 
continued their education were about twice' as 
likely as graduates from other racial-ethnic groups 
to enroll in a first-professional program (35 per- 
cent versus 12-17 percent), and they were less 
likely to enroll in non-MBA master’s degree pro- 
grams (46 percent versus 66-70 percent). 

Overall, 49 percent of 1992-93 graduates who 
enrolled in a graduate or first-professional pro- 
gram by 1997 did so within a year of earning their 
bachelor’s degree, and another 23 percent enrolled 
within 2 years. Doctoral students were the most 
likely to have enrolled within a year of graduation 
(78 percent did so), followed by first-professional 
students (55 percent), and then those entering a 
master’s program other than an MBA (46 percent). 
MBA students were the least likely to enter this 
soon (29 percent), and one-third of them waited 
more than 3 years before enrolling. 

Education and business were the fields most 
commonly studied, chosen by 22 and 18 percent, 
respectively, of the 1992-93 bachelor’s degree 
recipients who had enrolled in an advanced degree 
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program by 1997. About one-third (31 percent) of 
students enrolled in a master’s program other than 
an MBA sought a degree in education. At the 
doctoral level, about one-quarter (24 percent) of 
students were studying the life and physical sci- 
ences (compared with about 5 percent of those 
pursuing a master’s degree). 

Enrollment patterns varied markedly with de- 
gree program. Among those enrolled in April 
1997, 94 percent of those working on a first- 
professional or doctoral degree were enrolled full 
time. In contrast, a majority of non-MBA master’s 
students (59 percent) were enrolled part time. 
About two-thirds of MBA students attended part 
time. About three-quarters (77 percent) of all 
MBA students attended classes on weeknights. 

Progress toward an advanced degree reflects 
the combined effects of enrollment duration, en- 
rollment intensity (full- or part-time), success in 
the courses taken, and program requirements. Of 
those who had enrolled for an advanced degree or 
certificate at any time since earning a bachelor’s 
degree, 71 percent of doctoral students, 56 percent 
of MBA students, and 32 percent of non-MBA 
master’s students were enrolled when interviewed 
in 1997. The rest had either completed their degree 
or left without completing. 

Of doctoral students who enrolled within a year 
of earning their bachelor’s degree, 57 percent had 
not completed their coursework by 1997, and 46 
percent had not taken their exams. However, the 
noajority (59 percent) had started on their thesis. 

Just over one-half (56 percent) of 1992-93 
bachelor’s degree recipients who pursued an ad- 
vanced degree received some type of financial aid 
to help pay for their education. Fifty-three percent 
of students in first-professional programs received 
loans but no grants, con^ared with 18-25 percent 



of studeiits in other programs. Doctoral students 
were the most likely to receive an aid package that 
included grants and no loans (28 percent versus 5- 
12 percent of students in other degree programs). 
MBA seekers were the most likely to receive only 
employer benefits (18 percent versus no more than 
4 percent for students in other degree programs). 

As indicated above, 30 percent of 1992-93 
graduates had enrolled in a graduate or first- 
professional program between the time they 
graduated and when they were interviewed in 
1997. At the time of the 1997 interview, 21 per- 
cent had persisted — that is, they had either attained 
a graduate or first-professional degree or were en- 
rolled and working toward a degree (figure B). 



Figure B — Percentage distribution of 1992-93 

bachelor’s degree recipients according to 
attainment and enrollment status: 1997 



Attained 
and enrolled 



Attained, 
not enrolled 




never enrolled 



SOURCE; U.S. Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate 
and Beyond Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up 
(B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 
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The other 9 percent had left without a degree. Of 
the 21 percent who persisted, about half (10 per- 
cent) had attained a degree and were no longer 
enrolled. Another 1 percent had attained one de- 
gree and were enrolled for additional education, 
and the remaining 10 percent were enrolled but 
had not yet earned an advanced degree. 

Persistence was lowest among students who 
had enrolled for a master’s degree other than an 
MBA (table B). About one-quarter of doctoral stu- 
dents had completed one degree and were still en- 
rolled. 

Employment Experiences 

Employment Patterns 

Among 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients, 
89 percent were employed in April 1997 (81 per- 
cent full time and 8 percent part time). An addi- 
tional 3 percent were unemployed, and the 
remaining 8 percent were out of the labor force. 



There were some gender differences in em- 
ployment patterns. Men were slightly more likely 
than women to be employed (91 percent versus 88 
percent), and women more likely than men to be 
working part time (1 1 percent versus 6 percent). 

About three-quarters of the bachelor’s degree 
recipients had held more than one job since 
graduation. The average number was 2.8. 

Occupation Types and Salaries 

About one-fifth (21 percent) of the 1992-93 
graduates who were employed in April 1997 had 
jobs in business and management, and 16 percent 
were working as teachers. Fourteen percent had 
administrative jobs, and 1 1 percent had jobs in 
professional fields other than education, business, 
health, or engineering. 

The overall average annual salary for graduates 
working full time was $34,252, but average sala- 
ries varied considerably by undergraduate major. 



Table B — Percentage distribution of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients according to graduate or first- 
professional degree enrollment and attainment when interviewed in 1997, by highest program 
enrolled 

Attained graduatc/first-profcssional degree or currently enrolled 





No degree, 
not enrolled’ 


Total 


No degree, 
enrolled 


Attained, 

not 

enrolled 


Attained 

and 

enrolled 


Total 


78.9 


21.1 


9.5 


10.2 


1.4 


Highest program enrolled 


Master’s other than MBA^ 


33.6 


66.5 


27.3 


37.0 


2.2 


MBA 


20.8 


79.2 


50.5 


25.6 


3.2 


First-professional 


21.2 


78.8 


36.6 


38.2 


4.1 


Doctoral 


19.9 


80.1 


37.5 


19.3 


23.3 



’includes those who enrolled but left before 1997. 
"^Includes post-master’s certificate. 



NOTE: Details may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 
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Engineering majors, for example, were earning an 
average of $44,524 in April 1997, while education 
majors were earning an average of $26,5 13. 

Experience With Unemployment 

The unemployment rate in April 1997 (calcu- 
lated excluding those out of the labor force) was 
2.9 percent. As a point of reference, the U.S. un- 
employment rate for adults 25 years and older was 
3.7 percent at that time. 

Job Characteristics 

Among the 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipi- 
ents who were working in April 1997, 56 percent 
reported that their job was closely related to their 
degree, and 57 percent reported that their job had 
definite career potential. Five percent had part- 
time jobs but would have preferred to be working 
full time. 

Most (80 percent) of those employed in April 
1997 were very satisfied with their co-workers. 
Sixty percent were very satisfied with their super- 
visor, and 56 percent with their working condi- 



tions. The proportion reporting that they were very 
satisfied with their working conditions ranged 
from 42 percent of those in military/protective 
service occupations to 66 percent for those in en- 
gineering occupations. 

Bachelor’s degree recipients had found their 
April 1997 jobs in a variety of different ways, in- 
cluding referrals (35 percent), want ads (22 per- 
cent), and employment agencies (8 percent). 

Summary 

When they graduated from college, 85 percent 
of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients expected 
to earn an advanced degree. By 1997, 30 percent 
had actually enrolled. Twenty-one percent had 
either attained a degree or were still enrolled, and 
9 percent had left without a degree. 

Overall, 89 percent were employed in April 
1997 — 76 percent were working only, and another 
13 percent were combining school and work. 
Relatively few (5 percent) were enrolled only. The 
remaining 6 percent were neither working nor en- 
rolled. 
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Foreword 



The Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study (B&B:93) tracks students who received 
a bachelor’s degree in academic year 1992—93. Participants were sampled and surveyed in their 
year of graduation as part of the 1993 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS.93). 
The base-year study consisted of two components: an institutional survey that provided extensive 
information on students’ enrollment and financial aid and a student survey. The First Follow-up 
(B&B;93/94) was conducted 1 year later, and provided additional information that is comparable 
to that collected in the Recent College Graduates (RCG) series of cross-sectional surveys. As 
part of the First Follow-up, participants’ undergraduate transcripts were also collected from the 
B&B sample institutions. In 1997 (approximately 4 years after graduation), B&B participants 
were contacted again for the Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97). 

While B&B:93/94 provided continuity with earlier cross-sectional surveys, B&B:93/97 
highlights the benefits of B&B’s longitudinal design. Some issues, such as access to and partici- 
pation in graduate and first-professional education, require a longer time lag than 1 year after 
graduation to observe outcomes of interest. Furthermore, the longitudinal design permits a com- 
parison of outcomes at different points in time for bachelor’s degree recipients. 
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the report. Ellen Liebman and Vicky Dingier provided vital programming and data management 
support, and Helen Jang provided invaluable administrative and technical support at all stages of 
development and production. At NORC, we would like to thank Patricia Green for her capable 
project leadership and Sharon Myers for her work developing and preparing the data and pa- 
tiently answering our numerous questions. 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to the project officer for the Baccalaureate and 
Beyond Study, Paula Knepper, for her thoughtful comments and insightful guidance from begin- 
ning to end and to C. Dennis Carroll for his overall direction and support. Andrew Malizio, from 
NCES, and Timothy Gabel, from the Research Triangle Institute, were very helpful with the in- 
tegration of data from the National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS). 

We would also like to acknowledge the careful review and valuable suggestions provided 
by the technical reviewer, Ellen Bradbum from the Education Statistics Services Institute (ESSI), 
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from NCES; Daniel Goldenberg from the Office of Postsecondary Education; and Peter Syver- 
son from the Council of Graduate Schools. Peter Syverson provided many useful suggestions at 
the planning stage of the analysis as well. 
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Introduction 

Graduate and first-professional education provides important benefits for both individuals 
and society. At the individual level, it can yield both personal and financial rewards by permit- 
ting individuals to pursue their intellectual interests in greater depth, providing them with access 
to careers that require an advanced degree, and increasing their earning potential. At the societal 
level, graduate and first-professional education supplies the labor market with highly trained pro- 
fessionals in a wide variety of fields. In addition, it is central to supporting and continuing 
knowledge production in universities and research centers. 

When examining participation in graduate and first-professional education, a number of 
important issues deserve consideration: 

® Who enjoys access to further education? Is there evidence of impeded access for some 
groups? For example, relative to their educational expectations, do certain racial-eth- 
nic groups participate at lower rates than others? Does undergraduate debt deter stu- 
dents from continuing their education? 

• What degrees are graduates pursuing, and in what fields? 

• What proportion of high-achieving undergraduates pursue further education? 

• What is the nature of graduate and first-professional education with respect to timing 
of enrollment, enrollment intensity, combination of enrollment and work, and financ- 
ing? 

• What proportion of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients had completed a graduate or 
first-professional degree by 1997, and what proportion were working toward a degree? 

The analysis uses data from the Baccalaureate and Beyond Study to address these ques- 
tions. Baccalaureate and Beyond is a longitudinal study of students who received a bachelor s 
degree in academic year 1992-93.' Participants were sampled and surveyed in their year of 
graduation as part of the 1993 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS:93). They 
were surveyed again in 1994, approximately one year after graduation (B&B. 93/94) and then 
again in 1997 (B&B:93/97). This report summarizes selected findings from the most recent 

'The B&B sample is representative of all 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients, a small number of whom held a previous bache- 
lor’s degree. 
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follow-up to describe bachelor’s degree recipients’ plans for graduate and first-professional edu- 
cation, changes in those plans over the study period, steps taken toward enrollment, and enroll- 
ment in the 4 years after college graduation. In addition, a compendium of tables provides 
descriptive information on the bachelor’s degree recipients’ enrollment and employment status in 
April 1997, with detailed information about their labor market participation. 

To place this analysis in context, it is worth briefly describing the characteristics of the 
1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients. Just over half (55 percent) were female; 83 percent were 
white, non-Hispanic, 6 percent were black, 5 percent were Hispanic, 5 percent were 
Asian/Pacific Islander, and 1 percent were American Indian/Alaskan Native. About half (47 per- 
cent) of the graduates were 22 years or younger when they received their degree, and one-quarter 
were 23-24 years old. About two-thirds (65 percent) earned their degree at a public institution.^ 

Educational Expectations in 1993 and 1997 

In the base year (1993) and each of the follow-ups (1994 and 1997), the 1992-93 bache- 
lor’s degree recipients were asked to indicate the highest degree they expected to attain in the 
long run. This section examines how their educational expectations varied with respect to their 
demographic and undergraduate enrollment characteristics, and how these expectations changed 
over time. Although data are presented from each of the three surveys, the discussion concen- 
trates on the first and last years ( 1 993 and 1 997). 

Advanced Degree Expectations in the Aggregate 

Aggregate advanced degree expectations are described first — that is, the total percentage of 
bachelor’s degree recipients expecting to complete a graduate or first-professional degree^ with- 
out distinguishing among different types of degrees. Eighty-five percent of bachelor’s degree 
recipients indicated in 1993 that they expected to complete a graduate or first-professional de- 
gree. By 1997, this percentage had declined to 72 percent (table 1). When comparing the overall 
percentage with advanced degree expectations at two points in time, it is important to remember 
that the change reflects the combined effects of individuals who maintained, reduced, and raised 
their expectations in the intervening period. In other words, the overall decline observed between 
1993 and 1997 includes not only individuals who reduced their expectations, but also others who 
had the same advanced degree expectations in both years, and still others who had raised their 
expectations by 1997. These different types of changes are described later. 



^A. McCormick and L. Horn, A Descriptive Summary of 1992-93 Bachelor's Degree Recipients 1 Year Later (NCES 96-158) 
(Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1996), 3, 7. 

^First-professional degrees are defined as those that qualify an individual to enter into dentistry (DDS or DMD), medicine (MD), 
optometry (OD), osteopathic medicine (DO), pharmacy (DPharm), podiatric medicine (DPM), veterinary medicine (DVM), chi- 
ropractic (DC or DCM), law (JD or LLB), or the clergy (MDiv or MHL). 
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Table 1 — Percentage of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients who expected to attain a graduate or flrst- 
professional degree when asked in 1993, 1994, and 1997, by selected student and enrollment 
characteristics 





1993 


1994 


1997 


Total 


85.4 


82.8 


71.9 


Gender 


Male 


83.4 


81.2 


70.5 


Female 


87.1 


84.0 


73.0 


Race-ethnicity 


American Indian/ Alaskan Native 


88.7 


78.5 


78.2 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


88.5 


86.9 


78.6 


Black, non-Hispanic 


89.3 


92.9 


84.7 


Hispanic 


89.8 


84.5 


79.0 


White, non-Hispanic 


84.6 


81.7 


70.0 


Age received bachelor’s degree 


22 or younger 


88.2 


86.2 


76.5 


23-24 


82.7 


79.6 


69.2 


25-29 


83.3 


81.4 


69.4 


30 or older 


83.1 


78.5 


64.5 


Degree-granting institution (undergraduate) 


Public 4-year 
Nondoctorate-granting 


85.7 


81.7 


69.6 


Doctorate-granting 


85.8 


81.3 


71.8 


Private, not-for-profit 4-year 


N ondoctorate-granting 


87.4 


84.3 


71.8 


Doctorate-granting 


89.0 


87.1 


76.9 


Other 


53.9 


82.6 


68.6 


Total undergraduate debt* 


Did not borrow 


86.0 


81.8 


70.2 


Borrowed, total 


87.8 


84.0 


73.7 


Less than $ 1 ,000 


88.2 


88.7 


77.0 


$1,000-4,999 


87.7 


83.1 


73.6 


$5,000-9,999 


87.5 


83.4 


69.6 


$10,000-19,999 


88.3 


85.2 


76.6 


$20,000 or more 


85.7 


80.0 


75.0 



^Federal loan programs only. Because of missing data on borrowing status, the values for borrowers and nonborrowers do not 
always encompass the totals in the first table row. 



NOTE: Graduate/first-professional degree defined as master’s degree or higher (excludes post-bachelor’s certificate). 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 
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There was some variation in expectations by gender and race-ethnicity. Female graduates 
were somewhat more likely than male graduates to report advanced degree expectations in 1993 
(87 percent versus 83 percent). In 1997, however, their expectations were similar (73 percent and 
71 percent, respectively, expected to earn advanced degrees). In 1997, both black and Hispanic 
graduates were more likely than white"^ graduates to have advanced degree expectations (85 per- 
cent and 79 percent versus 70 percent) (figure 1).^ Compared to 1993, advanced degree expecta- 
tions among black graduates dropped by 4 points, while the percentage dropped by 15 
percentage points among whites. 

Figure 1 — Percentage of 1992-93 bachelor^s degree recipients who reported that they expected to attain 
a graduate or first-professional degree, by race-ethnicity: 1993, 1994, and 1997 

Percent 
100 

95 



90 

85 

80 



75 



70 



1993 1994 1997 




SOURCE: U.S, Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 



Undergraduate borrowing does not appear to discourage graduates from considering ad- 
vanced degrees. In 1993, there was no evidence of a relationship between individuals’ participa- 
tion in federal loan programs and advanced degree expectations. In 1997, college graduates who 



'’Throughout this report, when the terms “white” and “black” appear alone, they should be assumed to include the qualifier “non- 
Hispanic.” 

^No other differences between the various racial-ethnic groups are statistically significant. 
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had borrowed were actually more likely than nonborrowers to report advanced degree expecta- 
tions (74 percent of borrowers versus 70 percent of nonborrowers). 

Specific Degree Expectations in 1993 and 1997 

When 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients were asked in 1993 about their educational ex- 
pectations, 58 percent expected to earn a master’s degree, 21 percent a doctoral degree, and 6 
percent a first-professional degree (figure 2 and table 2). By 1997, the percentage expecting a 
master’s degree had dropped slightly from 58 percent to 54 percent, and the percentage expect- 
ing a doctoral degree had dropped sharply from 21 to 12 percent. The percentage expecting a 
first-professional degree was about the same in both years.^ 



Figure 2 — Percentage of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients who expected to attain advanced degrees, 
by type of degree: 1993 and 1997 



Degree 



Master’s 




Doctoral 



F irst-professional 




21 
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T 



20 40 60 80 100 



Percent 



SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 



^However, this does not mean there were no changes at the individual level. 
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Table 2 — Percentage of 1992-93 bachelor^s degree recipients who expected to attain a master's, first- 
professional, or doctoral degree, by selected student and enrollment characteristics: 1993 
and 1997 





Educational expectations 


, 1993 


Educational expectations, 


1997 




Master’s 


First- 

professional Doctoral 


Master’s' 


First- 

professional Doctoral 


Total 


58.0 


6.3 


21.1 


54.1 


5.5 


12.3 


Gender 


Male 


54.5 


7.3 


21.6 


51.9 


6.5 


12.2 


Female 


61.0 


5.5 


20.6 


55.9 


4.6 


12.5 


Race-ethnicity 


American Indian/ Alaskan Native 


50.5 


6.0 


32.2 


51.3 


4.9 


22.0 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


45.6 


12.4 


30.5 


55.9 


12.9 


9.8 


Black, non-Hispanic 


50.2 


8.8 


30.3 


57.7 


6.7 


20.3 


Hispanic 


57.3 


8.2 


24.4 


58.5 


7.3 


13.2 


White, non-Hispanic 


59.4 


5.7 


19.5 


53.5 


4.8 


11.7 


Age received bachelor’s degree 


22 or younger 


55.8 


8.6 


23.8 


53.6 


8.2 


14.7 


23-24 


57.7 


4.7 


20.3 


55.4 


3.8 


10.1 


25-29 


60.2 


4.4 


18.6 


57.1 


2.2 


10.1 


30 or older 63.1 

Degree-granting institution (undergraduate) 


3.8 


16.2 


51.1 


2.7 


10.7 


Public 4-year 


Nondoctorate-granting 


63.3 


3.9 


18.5 


55.0 


3.1 


11.6 


Doctorate-granting 


57.5 


7.2 


21.2 


54.2 


5.8 


11.7 


Private, not-for-profit 4-year 


Nondoctorate-granting 


60.9 


5.3 


21.2 


53.4 


4.7 


13.6 


Doctorate-granting 


52.6 


10.6 


25.9 


52.6 


9.6 


14.7 


Other 


35.0 


0.9 


17.9 


55.4 


4.4 


8.8 


Total undergraduate debt^ 


Did not borrow 


59.9 


6.3 


19.8 


52.2 


5.7 


12.3 


Borrowed, total 


57.5 


6.6 


23.7 


56.6 


4.9 


12.3 


Less than $ 1 ,000 


68.6 


3.8 


15.9 


63.7 


5.7 


7.6 


$1,000-4,999 


60.9 


5.6 


21.2 


56.7 


4.8 


12.1 


$5,000-9,999 


59.9 


6.2 


21.4 


54.3 


4.4 


11.0 


$10,000-19.999 


52.5 


7.7 


28.1 


58.0 


5.4 


13.3 


$20,000 or more 


51.4 


7.9 


26.4 


54.1 


4.4 


16.6 



'includes post-master’s certificate (not among the choices in 1993). 
^Federal loan programs only. 



SOURCIL. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 
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Doctoral degree expectations declined between 1993 and 1997 for almost every group that 
appears in table 2. The only possible exceptions are groups with relatively few members in the 
B&B sample: American Indian/Alaskan Native graduates, graduates of “Other” institutions, and 
borrowers who graduated with less than $1,000 in debt. For these groups, the percentages appear 
to have declined, but there is insufficient statistical evidence that the two estimates differ.’^ 

In 1993, white graduates were more likely than black or Asian/Pacific Islander graduates to 
have master’s degree expectations in 1993 (59 percent versus 50 and 46 percent, respectively). 
However, by 1997, these groups held master’s degree expectations in similar proportions. 

In both 1993 and 1997, Asian/Pacific Islander graduates were more likely than white 
graduates to expect a first-professional degree (12 percent versus 6 percent in 1993, and 13 per- 
cent versus 5 percent in 1997). In addition, black graduates were more likely than white or 
Asian/Pacific Islander graduates to have doctoral degree expectations in 1997. 

Graduates who borrowed through federal loan programs expected to complete a master’s 
degree in comparable proportions to nonborrowers in 1993, but were more likely than nonbor- 
rowers to expect to complete a doctorate (24 versus 20 percent). By 1997, 12 percent of each 
group expected to attain a doctoral degree, and borrowers were somewhat more likely than non- 
borrowers to expect a master’s degree (57 versus 52 percent). 

Comparison of Graduates ’ Degree Expectations in 1993 and 1997 

A considerable number of graduates changed their educational expectations — either raising 
or lowering them — between 1993 and 1997 (table 3). Expectations were most stable among those 
who initially did not plan to continue their education or who expected to complete a master’s de- 
gree, while those who expected a first-professional or doctoral degree in 1 993 were more likely 
to express a different expectation in 1997. 

Among college graduates who said in 1993 that they did not expect to pursue an advanced 
degree, 63 percent expressed the same expectation in 1997, as did 67 percent of graduates who 
reported master’s degree expectations in 1993 (table 3).* Among those who expected a first- 
professional degree in 1993, 40 percent had the same expectation in 1997, and among graduates 
who had doctoral degree expectations in 1993, 36 percent held the same expectations in 1997. 



^When a group is represented by a small number of individuals in the sample, the uncertainty associated with the estimates in- 
creases (that is, the standard errors associated with the estimates are relatively large). See appendix B. 

^About 2 and a half percent expected some further education short of an advanced degree (choices that were not present in the 
1993 survey instrument). 
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There was no systematic relationship between undergraduate debt and changes in educational 
expectations between 1993 and 1997. 



Table 3 — Percentage distribution of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients according to highest degree 
expected when asked in 1997, by 1993 expectations and undergraduate borrowing in federal 
loan programs 





Bachelor’s 


Master’s' 


First- 

professional 


Doctoral 


All 

others^ 








Total 






Total 


25.7 


54.1 


5.5 


12.3 


2.4 


Educational expectations, 1 993^ 












Bachelor’s 


63.1 


29.3 


2.2 


2.9 


2.6 


Master’s or higher 


18.4 


58.7 


6.1 


14.3 


2.5 


Master’s 


22.6 


67.5 


1.9 


5.8 


2.4 


First-professional 


7.6 


27.9 


39.7 


19.0 


5.7 


Doctoral 


10.4 


43.6 


7.8 


36.5 


1.7 








Did not borrow 






Total 


27.3 


52.2 


5.7 


12.3 


2.5 


Educational expectations, 1 993 












Bachelor’s 


71.0 


24.7 


1.0 


0.8 


2.5 


Master’s or higher 


19.3 


56.9 


6.6 


14.7 


2.6 


Master’s 


23.4 


65.4 


1.9 


6.7 


2.5 


First-professional 


5.9 


26.2 


41.6 


20.9 


5.4 


Doctoral 


10.9 


40.8 


9.5 


37.0 


1.9 








Borrowed 






Total 


23.9 


56.6 


4.9 


12.3 


2.4 


Educational expectations, 1 993 












Bachelor’s 


66.4 


28.0 


0.6 


2.0 


3.1 


Master’s or higher 


17.2 


61.1 


5.5 


13.9 


2.3 


Master’s 


21.1 


70.5 


1.7 ’ 


4.5 


2.2 


First-professional 


9.9 


30.1 


37.3 


16.5 


6.2 


Doctoral 


9.8 


46.8 


6.0 


36.0 


1.5 



’includes post-master’s certificate. 

^Post-baccalaureate certificate and other. 

Because of missing data on educational expectations in 1993, the values for bachelor’s and master’s or higher do not always 
encompass the totals in the first table row. 

NOTE: Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 
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Progression to Graduate and First-Professional Education 

The previous section showed that 1992—93 bachelor’s degree recipients expected to par- 
ticipate in graduate or first-professional education in large numbers. This section describes the 
steps that they had taken by 1997 toward participation, including taking entrance examinations, 
applying, being accepted, and enrolling. 

Entrance Examinations 

One of the first concrete steps graduates can take toward enrollment is to take required en- 
trance examinations. Table 4 shows the percentages of the 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients 
who had taken certain of these examinations by 1997: the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), 
which is required by many master’s and doctoral programs in the arts and sciences as well as 
certain professional fields; the Graduate Management Admissions Test (GMAT), which is re- 
quired by many graduate schools of business; the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT); the 
Medical College Admission Test (MCAT); the Miller Analogies Test, which some graduate pro- 
grams accept as an alternative to the GRE; and certain other examinations that were taken by a 
small percentage of graduates (dentistry, nursing, veterinary medicine). The GRE has two forms: 
a general test, and an advanced or subject area test. Graduates who took either or both tests are 
reported together in table 4. Other than the two forms of the GRE, some took more than one 
graduate admissions exam. Those who took two exams, one of which was the GRE, are catego- 
rized with GRE takers. The final column in table 4 includes the remaining graduates who took 
more than one non-GRE exam and graduates who took examinations other than those listed. 

Thirty-nine percent of graduates had taken at least one of these entrance examinations by 
1 997 (table 4). This group was roughly evenly split between those who took the GRE (or the 
GRE and another exam) and those who took other exams. Female graduates were slightly more 
likely than male graduates to have taken the GRE, while proportionately more males took tests 
for admission to business, law, or medical school. 

Asian/Pacific Islander graduates were more likely than Hispanic or white graduates to have 
taken entrance examinations (53 percent versus 38 percent each), but there is insufficient statisti- 
cal evidence of other differences in test-taking by race— ethnicity. Comparable proportions of 
graduates from each racial-ethnic group took the GRE (about one out of five graduates). 

Bachelor’s degree recipients who said in 1993 that they did not expect to complete an ad- 
vanced degree were less likely than graduates with higher degree expectations at that time to 
have taken any entrance examinations by 1997. Nonetheless, about one out of five such 
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Table 4 — Percentage distribution of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients according to graduate or first- 
professional admission exams taken, by selected student and enrollment characteristics: 1993-97 





Did not 






Took exams 








take 

exams 


Total 


gre' 


GMAT 


LSAT 


MCAT 


All 

2 

Others 


Total 


61.2 


38.8 


21.8 


7.1 


3.8 


2.0 


4.1 


Gender 


Male 


60.0 


40.0 


20.0 


9.6 


4.5 


2.9 


3.0 


Female 


62.2 


37.8 


23.3 


5.1 


3.2 


1.2 


5.0 


Race-ethnicity 


American Indian/Alaskan Native 


65.6 


34.4 


21.6 


5.4 


3.6 


0 


3.8 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


46.7 


53.3 


22.3 


16.4 


4.4 


5.6 


4.6 


Black, non-Hispanic 


57.0 


43.0 


19.3 


10.6 


5.9 


2.1 


5.2 


Hispanic 


62.2 


37.9 


21.5 


5.5 


5.4 


2.4 


3.1 


White, non-Hispanic 


62.3 


37.7 


21.9 


6.4 


3.5 


1.7 


4.1 


Age received bachelor’s degree 


22 or younger 


51.8 


48.2 


28.3 


8.1 


5.3 


2.9 


3.7 


23-24 


66.8 


33.2 


18.7 


7.0 


2.8 


1.8 


3.0 


25-29 


71.4 


28.6 


15.5 


6.4 


2.1 


1.1 


3.4 


30 or older 


71.7 


28.3 


13.1 


5.1 


2.1 


0.3 


7.7 


Educational expectations, 1993 


Bachelor’s or less 


81.0 


19.0 


11.4 


3.2 


1.7 


0.5 


2.3 


Master’s 


66.6 


33.5 


17.7 


9.5 


1.7 


0.5 


4.1 


First-professional 


23.9 


76.1 


23.2 


3.2 


27.6 


14.6 


7.6 


Doctoral 40.5 

Degree-granting institution (undergraduate) 


59.5 


41.5 


5.6 


4.4 


3.3 


4.7 


Public 4-year 


Nondoctorate-granting 


68.4 


31.6 


18.2 


6.0 


2.6 


0.8 


4.0 


Doctorate-granting 


59.3 


40.7 


23.7 


7.1 


3.9 


2.0 


4.0 


Private, not-for-profit 4-year 


Nondoctorate-granting 


62.2 


37.8 


21.8 


5.9 


3.6 


1.6 


4.9 


Doctorate-granting 


53.3 


46.7 


23.3 


9.1 


5.8 


4.6 


3.8 


Other 


61.6 


38.4 


17.1 


14.2 


3.4 


1.1 


2.6 


Total undergraduate debt^ 


Did not borrow 


60.4 


39.6 


23.0 


7.2 


3.5 


2.1 


3.8 


Borrowed, total 


63.3 


36.7 


19.7 


6.8 


4.0 


1.7 


4.6 


Less than $1,000 


70.6 


29.4 


15.5 


6.4 


3.7 


1.8 


2.0 


$1,000-4,999 


63.0 


37.1 


19.4 


7.6 


3.8 


1.9 


4.4 


$5,000-9,999 


64.3 


35.8 


19.8 


6.7 


3.2 


1.2 


4.9 


$10,000-19,999 


61.8 


38.2 


20.4 


6.9 ' 


5.0 


1.8 


4.1 


$20,000 or more 


65.1 


34.9 


19.1 


2.4 


2.4 


1.5 


9.6 



'includes students who took more than one exam including the GRE. 

^Includes students who took exams not listed and students who took more than one exam that did not include the GRE. 
Federal loan programs only. 



NOTE: Details may not sum to totals due to rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 
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graduates did so. About three-quarters of graduates who expected to complete a first- 
professional degree had taken an entrance exam by 1997, more than those with other degree ex- 
pectations. Those with 1993 expectations of a doctoral degree were next most likely to have 
taken entrance exams (60 percent), followed by those who said they expected to complete a 
master’s degree (34 percent). 

Even though they had greater expectations about earning an advanced degree in 1997, 
bachelor’s degree recipients who had borrowed through federal student loan programs as under- 
graduates were somewhat less likely than nonborrowers to have taken any entrance examinations 
by 1997 (37 percent versus 40 percent). Among borrowers, there is no evidence that those with 
higher levels of debt were any more or less likely than those with smaller amounts of debt to 
take exams. 

Applications, Acceptances, and Enrollment 

After entrance examinations, the next stages of access to postgraduate study are applica- 
tions, admission, and enrollment. Table 5 presents the percentages of all 1992-93 graduates who 
took admission exams, applied for admission, were accepted, and enrolled. The base for calcu- 
lating the percentages shown in this table is all bachelor’s degree recipients; thus, the percentage 
enrolled shown in table 5 represents the percentage of all graduates who enrolled. Table 6 pres- 
ents conditional percentages for applicants who were accepted and for acceptees who enrolled. 
The base for calculating the percentage enrolled is the number accepted; because the percentage 
enrolled shown in table 6 represents the percentage of those admitted who enrolled, it is much 
higher than the percentage of all students who enrolled. While the last column in each table re- 
ports the percentage who enrolled for a master’s or higher level degree, the percentages for ap- 
plications and acceptances are based on respondents’ answers to questions about their 
applications to graduate or first-professional school, and thus rely on their own definition of the 
term.’ 

As previously indicated, 39 percent of 1992—93 college graduates took graduate entrance 
examinations. A comparable percentage (41 percent) applied for admission. Thirty-five percent 
were accepted by at least one institution, and 30 percent enrolled in a graduate or first- 
professional program (table 5). Eighty-seven percent of applicants were accepted, and 76 percent 
of those who gained admission enrolled (table 6). 



’About 2 percent of B&B participants said they had applied to graduate or first-professional school, but they appear to have ap- 
plied to programs other than those leading to a master’s, first-professional, or doctoral degree. 
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Table 5 — Percentages of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients who took graduate or first-professional 
admission exams, applied for admission, gained admission, and enrolled, by selected student 
and enrollment characteristics: 1993-97 





Graduate 
admission 
exams taken 


Applied for 
admission 


Accepted 


Enrolled 


Total 


38.8 


40.6 


35.4 


29.8 


Gender 










Male 


40.0 


40.6 


35.5 


29.8 


Female 


37.8 


40.6 


35.3 


29.8 


Race-ethnicity 










American Indian/Alaskan Native 


34.4 


35.4 


26.1 


20.8 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


53.3 


48.7 


44.1 


31.0 


Black, non-Hispanic 


43.0 


50.1 


37.7 


31.6 


Hispanic 


37.9 


41.2 


36.2 


32.5 


White, non-Hispanic 


37.7 


39.4 


34.7 


29.5 


Age received bachelor’s degree 










22 or younger 


48.2 


48.5 


42.6 


36.8 


23-24 


33.2 


33.7 


29.1 


22.6 


25-29 


28.6 


30.5 


25.5 


21.8 


30 or older 


28.3 


36.2 


31.5 


26.5 


Educational expectations, 1 993 










Bachelor’s 


19.0 


16.9 


15.5 


11.9 


Master’s 


33.5 


34.7 


29.7 


24.2 


First-professional 


76.1 


73.9 


63.9 


60.4 


Doctoral 


59.5 


66.9 


58.9 


51.0 


Degree-granting institution (undergraduate) 








Public 4-year 










Nondoctorate-granting 


31.6 


36.2 


30.8 


25.1 


Doctorate-granting 


40.7 


40.3 


35.2 


30.3 


Private, not-for-profit 4-year 










Nondoctorate-granting 


37.8 


40.4 


35.0 


29.8 


Doctorate-granting 


46.7 


49.7 


43.3 


37.6 


Other 


38.4 


39.5 


39.1 


25.0 


GPA at bachelor’s institution 










Under 2.5 


25.6 


21.6 


16.3 


13.5 


2.5 to 2.99 


34.8 


36.1 


30.7 


25.5 


3.0 to 3.49 


43.7 


46.0 


40.2 


33.6 


3.5 or above 


45.6 


50.4 


45.8 


40.8 
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Table 5 — Percentages of 1992-93 bacheior^s degree recipients who took graduate or first-professional 
admission exams, applied for admission, gained admission, and enrolled, by selected student 
and enrollment characteristics: 1993-97 — Continued 



Graduate 








admission 


Applied for 






exams taken 


admission 


Accepted 


Enrolled 



Baccalaureate degree major 



Professional fields 




33.0 


34.5 


29.9 


25.8 


Business and Management 




30.5 


25.0 


19.8 


16.3 


Education 




28.7 


44.8 


41.0 


38.0 


Engineering 




39.2 


41.5 


39.2 


33.9 


Health professions 




44.5 


36.4 


29.9 


26.6 


Public affairs/social services 




29.5 


41.3 


37.1 


26.4 


Arts and sciences 




49.5 


52.5 


46.0 


38.5 


Biological sciences 




69.2 


71.1 


61.7 


52.1 


Mathematics and other sciences 




48.1 


48.3 


43.9 


39.2 


Social science 




54.3 


51.6 


44.6 


35.9 


History 




52.6 


62.3 


55.8 


40.8 


Humanities 




34.8 


42.8 


38.4 


31.7 


Psychology 




49.5 


56.6 


46.6 


42.0 


Other 




34.7 


35.2 


30.4 


24.0 


Total undergraduate debt* 


Did not borrow 




39.6 


41.9 


36.4 


30.8 


Borrowed, total 




36.7 


38.0 


32.8 


27.6 


Less than $ 1 ,000 




29.4 


35.3 


30.7 


25.4 


$1,000-4,999 




37.1 


35.6 


30.4 


25.7 


$5,000-9,999 




35.8 


37.1 


30.9 


27.4 


$10,000-19,999 




38.2 


40.4 


35.7 


28.9 


$20,000 or more 




34.9 


42.7 


40.2 


33.1 



*Federal loan programs only. 



SOURCE: U.S, Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 
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Table 6 — Percentages of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients who applied for admission to a graduate or 

first-professional program, were accepted if admitted, and enrolled if accepted, by selected student 
and enrollment characteristics: 1993-97 

Applied for admission Accepted if applied Enrolled if accepted^ 



Total 


40.6 


87.0 


76.3 


Gender 


Male 


40.6 


87.3 


76.5 


Female 


40.6 


86.8 


76.1 


Race-ethnicity 


American Indian/Alaskan Native 


35.4 


— 


— 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


48.7 


90.5 


64.0 


Black, non-Hispanic 


50.1 


75.2 


72.7 


Hispanic 


41.2 


87.8 


82.4 


White, non-Hispanic 


39.4 


88.1 


77.1 


Age received bachelor’s degree 


22 or younger 


48.5 


87.9 


80.0 


23-24 


33.7 


86.5 


69.8 


25-29 


30.5 


83.6 


73.9 


30 or older 


36.2 


86.8 


72.7 


Educational expectations, 1993 


Bachelor’s 


16.9 


91.8 


67.4 


Master’s 


34.7 


85.5 


71.9 


First-professional 


73.9 


86.5 


88.4 


Doctoral 


66.9 


88.0 


80.5 


Degree-granting institution (undergraduate) 
Public 4-year 


Nondoctorate-granting 


36.2 


85.2 


71.4 


Doctorate-granting 


40.3 


87.2 


79.0 


Private, not-for-profit 4-year 


Nondoctorate-granting 


40.4 


86.6 


76.2 


Doctorate-granting 


49.7 


87.1 


80.0 


Other 


39.5 


99.0 


57.1 


GPA at bachelor’s institution 


Under 2.5 


21.6 


75.7 


66.1 


2.5 to 2.99 


36.1 


85.1 


74.9 


3.0 to 3.49 


46.0 


87.5 


75.4 


3.5 or above 


50.4 


90.9 


82.6 
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Table 6 — Percentages of 1992-93 bachelor's degree recipients who applied for admission to a graduate or 

first-professional program, were accepted if admitted, and enrolled if accepted, by selected student 
and enrollment characteristics: 1993-97 — Continued 





Applied for admission 


Accepted if applied 


Enrolled if accepted' 


Baccalaureate degree major 


Professional fields 


34.5 


86.6 


76.6 


Business and Management 


25.0 


79.2 


71.9 


Education 


44.8 


91.6 


80.9 


Engineering 


41.5 


94.6 


79.7 


Health professions 


36.4 


82.1 


77.2 


Public affairs/social services 


41.3 


89.9 


67.8 


Arts and sciences 


52.5 


87.6 


77.7 


Biological sciences 


71.1 


86.8 


77.4 


Mathematics and other sciences 


48.3 


90.9 


83.1 


Social science 


51.6 


86.4 


76.4 


History 


62.3 


89.6 


69.4 


Humanities 


42.8 


89.8 


76.5 


Psychology 


56.6 


82.3 


80.5 


Other 


35.2 


86.5 


70.3 


GRE score summary^ 


Top 25 percent, 3 sections 


86.4 


93.7 


86.5 


Top 25 percent, 2 sections 


84.7 


91.5 


79.6 


Top 25 percent, 1 section 


81.9 


88.4 


86.0 


Middle 50 percent, 3 sections 


81.0 


85.0 


83.2 


All others 


82.8 


84.8 


80.5 


Total undergraduate debt^ 


Did not borrow 


41.9 


86.9 


76.6 


Borrowed, total 


38.0 


86.3 


76.0 


Less than $ 1 ,000 


35.3 


87.0 


81.0 


$1,000-4,999 


35.6 


85.4 


75.2 


$5,000-9,999 


37.1 


83.3 


78.0 


$10,000-19,999 


40.4 


88.2 


74.2 


$20,000 or more 


42.7 


94.1 


79.4 



— ^Too few cases for a reliable estimate. 

'Table 5 showed that 29.8 percent of 1992-93 bachelor’s degree recipients enrolled in a graduate or first-professional program 
by 1997. Because some enroll without formal application, a smaller percentage appear to have enrolled when the percent 
enrolled is conditioned on applying and being accepted, as it is in this table. 

Summarizes student’s quartile rank on the composite score of all three GRE general exam subtest scores (verbal, quantitative, 
and analytic). Because not all graduates took the GRE, the values for the subcategories of this variable do not always encompass 
the totals in the first table row. 

Federal loan programs only. Because of missing data on borrowing status, the values for borrowers and nonborrowers do not 
always encompass the totals in the first table row. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1993 Baccalaureate and Beyond 
Longitudinal Study, Second Follow-up (B&B:93/97), Data Analysis System. 



